BEFORE YOU USE ISAVE

Purpose:

ISAVE is an instrument designed to test functional vision and potential

functional vision in children ages 0 to 5 who are cortically impaired, have diagnosed low vision or blindness, or who are at risk of low vision or blindness.  The primary purpose of ISAVE is to determine instructional  entry level and programming strategies for facilitating functional application of even the slightest degree of visual functioning.  It includes nine areas of evaluation:  Ecological considerations; structural integrity; minimal responsiveness; alignment and ocular mobility; oculomotor skills; acuity; visual fields; cortical visual impairment; and visual perceptual skills. 

Preparing to use ISAVE:

ISAVE is divided into chapters.  Each chapter is color-coded for easy use.  Most chapters have a protocol or test which follows the text.  The protocol is the same color as the text which it accompanies.  The DIVE chapter is a very large protocol unto itself.  Before you use ISAVE, please take the time to organize the chapters into the binders with the corresponding protocol in back of the appropriate chapter.
The ISAVE cards are to be used with protocols which have visual 

discrimination tasks.  The cards have been perforated for easy separation.  Please take apart the cards and place them in the acrylic sleeve pages which have been included for their storage.  You will need to take your scissors and cut the images out of eight cards.  These cards are:

One each of the brown line art keys on yellow background;

the red line art phone on yellow background;

the green line art cup on yellow background;

and the blue line art ball on yellow background.

(In the protocol, the child will be given the task of matching the cut-out image to the card with the same image and intact background.)

After cutting out these images, place them in the sleeves with the other cards.  Shortly before you use the cards, you should cut the enclosed Velcro fastening tape into a small square and adhere one side of it to the back of each card.  The cards can then adhere to the soft side of the yellow Velcro display board, for use in visual discrimination tasks.  Additionally, the blank cards are included so that you may eventually find stickers with other representations of keys, ball, phone, and cup to add to the ISAVE card file.
Lastly, cut the Velcro into three 16” lengths and several ½” buttons, as 

specified in the Acuity section of ISAVE.  The 16” strips will be used to form a

grid on the vinyl sheet.  The Velcro buttons will be used on the backs of 

selected cards to make them adhere to the Velcro display board.  A tape 

measure, a short ruler, and occluder pops are also included to assist you in

measuring distances and occluding vision.

Read ISAVE: 

It is recommended that you read ISAVE all the way through before using it.

Especially important are the chapters called “Preparation for Conducting
ISAVE” and “Acuity.”  ISAVE is long, but it is not complicated.  It is, however,

important that the practitioner understand the relationship between all the

parts before attempting to use the instrument.  You will not need to use

every part for every child.  Only by acquainting yourself with all of the parts

can you make sure that you administer the appropriate protocols to each

child you examine.
